Sudden intractable respiratory failure in extremely low birth weight infants with H-type tracheoesophageal fistula.
A fatality from a tracheoesophageal fistula (TEF) in two extremely low birth weight infants is presented. The sudden onset of intractable respiratory failure accompanied by the absence of chest movement and breathing sounds was observed. The typical clinical symptoms were concealed because the infants required mechanical ventilation and nasogastric feedings. When ventilated infants with these symptoms are suspected of the diagnosis of TEF, prompt reintubation under the guidance of a flexible bronchoscopy may be life saving because the endotracheal tube passes through the fistulas into the esophagus with ease.